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M.A. in Art History, Main Campus Program

The M.A. in art history requires 30 graduate credits (500 level or above),
taken over four semesters, during which students plan individualized
programs of study under the guidance of the faculty. Courses offered in
art history cover a broad range of subject areas, providing opportunities
for both breadth and specialization. Funding opportunities include
Teaching Assistantships, which provide full tuition and a stipend, and full
and partial tuition scholarships.

Students are required to fulfill a chronological distribution requirement

by taking one course in each of the following periods: Ancient/Medieval
(pre-1300), Early Modern (1300-1750), and Modern/Contemporary
(post-1750). Each course can only count toward one of these
chronological periods. Students are also required to fulfill a cultural
distribution requirement by taking one course in Global Perspectives and/
or Intercultural Perspectives (across or between cultures). These courses
can also satisfy a chronological distribution requirement. No course can
count for more than two requirements.

Also required are HOA 655 Proseminar in Graduate Research Methods
and Scholarly Writing and HOA 656 Literature of Art Criticism. Colloquia
and special lectures augment formal courses. With permission, a limited
number of credits (up to 6) may be taken outside the department, in such
disciplines as history, literature, aesthetics, museum studies, and art
librarianship, when relevant to a student’s program of study. Courses in
studio art do not count towards the degree program.

During the first semester of graduate study, students take an art history
proficiency exam, which tests knowledge of major monuments and
disciplinary vocabulary. The art history exam must be passed before
students are allowed to enroll in their second semester of study. Students
also take a language exam to assess reading proficiency in a second
language. The language exam must be passed by the beginning of

their second year of study. In their last semester, students participate

in a seminar (HOA 757 Art History Symposium Project), for which they
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prepare a capstone research paper and present their findings at a public
symposium.

Faculty specializations in the history of ancient Egypt and the ancient
Mediterranean, medieval and early modern European, 18th-21st century,
South Asian and Indigenous art and architecture are reflected in SU
Libraries holdings that include extensive online databases and a
comprehensive collection of print resources. The Syracuse University Art
Museum and the nearby Everson Museum of Art have notable collections
of paintings, photographs, prints, ceramics, and sculpture.

M.A. in Art History, Florence Program in
Renaissance Art

This specialized M.A. degree program devoted to the study of Italian
Renaissance art requires 30 graduate credits (500 level and above), taken
over three semesters. Successful applicants typically have pursued
undergraduate studies in cultural history with an emphasis on the visual
arts and ideally have a working knowledge of the Italian language.
Funding opportunities include Florence Fellowships, which provide full
tuition and a stipend, and Kress-Florence Legacy Fellowships, which
provide partial tuition and a stipend. Additional tuition scholarships are
available.

Students enrolled in this program must meet departmental art history
and Italian language proficiency requirements during their first semester
of study. They begin their coursework in the fall semester at the
University’s main campus in Syracuse and if necessary, audit Italian
language classes to reach proficiency sufficient to conduct scholarly
work.

Upon successful completion of the first semester, students register for
two semesters of coursework at Syracuse University Florence. In addition
to taking a variety of graduate seminars, during their year in Florence,
students enroll in HOA 727 Florence Capstone Research Seminar,

for which they complete capstone research projects and present the
results of their research at a public symposium. All graduate seminars

in Florence are held either in smart classrooms or on site in museums,
churches, palaces, archives, and restoration labs. In addition to SU
Libraries’ extensive print and online resources, in Florence students have
access to some of the finest libraries in the world for the study of Italian
Renaissance art and history.

The deadline for application to M.A. programs in art history is January 10.

Student Learning Outcomes
1. Observe and interpret key formal aspects of works of art in historical
contexts.

2. Recognize and explain the relationship of artists and art to broad
cultural, intellectual, and historical developments.

3. Analyze central issues and thoughtfully apply current scholarly
methodologies in the field.

4. Conduct art-historical research at a professional level.

5. Construct substantive arguments about art and communicate them
clearly and persuasively in written and oral presentations.

6. Develop the writing and oral communication skills necessary for a
variety of professions in the field of art history.

7. Demonstrate proficiency in a second language relevant to research
subfield.

8. Gain hands-on experience working with art objects and archives.
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Course List

Code

HOA 500
HOA 505
HOA 510
HOA 512
HOA 520
HOA 521
HOA 524
HOA 530
HOA 531
HOA 540
HOA 541
HOA 560
HOA 573
HOA 575
HOA 576
HOA 577
HOA 585
HOA 592
HOA 600
HOA 620
HOA 621

HOA 624

HOA 635
HOA 640
HOA 645
HOA 648
HOA 650
HOA 651
HOA 652
HOA 653
HOA 655

HOA 656
HOA 657
HOA 670
HOA 672
HOA 676
HOA 685
HOA 690
HOA 727
HOA 757
HST 735

Title

Selected Topics

Topics in Ancient Art

Topics in Medieval Art

Islamic Palaces of Spain: from Past to Present
Italian Urbanism: 100 Cities
Michelangelo

The Italian Renaissance Home

History of Printmaking

Paper Arts in the Low Countries

17th Century Dutch Painting

Arts and Ideas in the 17th Century

Arts and Ideas in the Nineteenth Century
Topics in History of Photography

Arts and Ideas in Contemporary Culture
Topics in American Art

Introduction to Preservation

Topics in Native North American Art
Topics in Global Modernisms

Selected Topics

Seminar. Renaissance Art

Florentine Monuments, Contexts, and Audiences,

1300-1600

Botticelli and Filippino: Renaissance Contexts and

Modern Approaches

Seminar in Arts and Ideas

Seminar on Women in Art

Seminar in the History of Art Conservation
Seminar in Italian Art of the 17th Century

Seminar in Seventeenth-Century Netherlandish Art

Seminar/Iconography
Vermeer and Dutch Genre Painting
Art & Patronage in England, 1558-1702

Proseminar in Graduate Research Methods and
Scholarly Writing

Literature of Art Criticism
Contemporary Art Criticism
Experience Credit

Seminar in European Modernism
Seminar in American Art

Seminar in Native North American Art
Independent Study

Florence Capstone Research Seminar
Art History Symposium Project

Renaissance Italy: Culture, Conflict, and
Connection

Credits

1-6

1-6
3-6
3-6



