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Program Description
The online M.S. in Professional Accounting is a distance learning version 
of the M.S. degree in professional accounting program. This unique 
program allows students to complete the M.S. degree and the 150 hour 
CPA requirement while working in accounting or related fields.

The MS in Professional Accounting degree meets the educational 
requirements for CPA licensure in New York State and most other 150-hour 
states. Participants in the 30-credit program must have a qualified 
undergraduate degree in accounting. Students who have little or 
no academic experience in accounting will work with an academic 
advisor after being admitted to the program in order to identify the 
appropriate coursework needed to successfully complete the online MS 
in Professional Accounting degree. It is common for an additional 2-6 
courses to be required to build this foundation of accounting knowledge. 
The program can typically be completed in 24 months or less. Students 
with an undergraduate degree in business will often take fewer additional 
courses than a student without a degree in business.

Admission
• Applicants will be considered for the program based on their GMAT 

score, previous academic experience, work experience, professional 
references, and personal statements. The GMAT may be waived for 
students if they have:

• five or more years of relevant work experience, or
• an undergraduate degree in accounting with a GPA of 3.0 or higher, or
• an undergraduate degree in business with a GPA of 3.2 or higher and 

at least one year of work experience, or
• an undergraduate degree in any field with a GPA of 3.4 or higher and 

at least one year of work experience, or
• a master’s degree in any field.

Student Learning Outcomes
1. Have an advanced understanding of the major functional areas of 

accounting.
2. Be effective, persuasive communicators.
3. Demonstrate skills in accounting research, critical thinking and 

problem solving, supported by appropriate analytical and quantitative 
techniques.

4. Demonstrate the ability to think strategically about the relationship 
between business decisions and accounting policy implications.

Degree Requirements
Total of 30 credits taken in following areas:

Code Title Credits
ACC 652 Accounting Analytics 3
ACC 725 Financial Statement Analysis 3
ACC 747 Advanced Auditing 3

ACC 756 Advanced Financial Accounting 3
ACC 757 Taxes & Business Strategy 3
SCM 651 Business Analytics 3
Accounting Electives 6
Two Electives 6

Total Credits 30

Transfer Credits
Students can transfer a maximum of 6 credits of coursework. The credits 
must be graduate level taken from an AACSB accredited business school. 
A grade of “B” or higher is needed to transfer in the credits. The grade 
itself does not transfer.

Satisfactory Progress
Students are required to maintain a GPA of 3.0 or higher to meet degree 
requirements.
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